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In this issue Leon Rasmussen presents his
sixth and concluding article of the series
INBREEDING TO SUPERIOR FEMALES THROUGH
DrrrERENT INDIVIDUALS. After rereading all
six installments in one sitting, Leon’s
presentation leaves no doubt in my mind
that this inbreeding pattern has had an
extraordinarily positive effect on the
Thoroughbred.

I once heard Leon Rasmussen
referred to as a “pedigree expert” by
a person with whom we were
chatting. In his humble manner,
he explained that he was really an
“observer of pedigrees.” When you think
about it, that is all any of us really are,
observers of pedigrees!

Leon Rasmussen has been observ-
ing the success of female family inbreed-
ing for the better part of his life. He fer-
vently shared his observations regarding
this phenomenon for over 37 years in his
Daily Racing Form “Bloodlines” column.
Leon retired in 1988. After just six months,
I'had the good fortune to lure Leon out of
retirement to write for OB, where he has
continued observing the success of Thor-
oughbreds carrying this form of inbreed-
ing.

The phrase “through different individ-
uals” can be confusing, but it defines what
counts as inbreeding to superior females
and what does not.

If one were to breed a mare with
Northern Dancer in her pedigree to a stal-
lion with Northern Dancer in his pedi-
gree, then one would, by default, also be
inbreeding to Northern Dancer’s dam,
Natalma, and to Natalma’s dam, Almah-
moud, etc., but through the same individ-
ual. Even though Natalma and Almah-
moud would be duplicated in the pedi-
gree by virtue of inbreeding to Northern
Dancer, this is not “inbreeding to superior
females through different individuals.” This
would be considered inbreeding to Nor-
thern Dancer only.

In contrast, if one were to breed a
mare with Northern Dancer in her pedi-
gree, to a stallion with Halo in his pedi-

gree (or vice versa), then “inbreeding to
superior females through different individuals”
would then be accomplished. This is due
to the fact that Halo's dam is Cosmah, and
Cosmah’s dam is Almahmoud. So, Al-
mahmoud is the 2nd dam of both North-
ern Dancer and Halo. This foal would be
inbred to a “superior female” (Almahmoud),
through “different individuals” (Natalma

ered to carry the “Rasmussen Factor.”
Not only is it easier, but it acknowledges
the man who championed the concept
long before and without the aid of a com-
puter. Leon Rasmussen has, after all, been
one of the truly remarkable influences on
Thoroughbred breeding during the
second half of this century!

Accompanying charts appear on page 3.
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and Cosmah)!
A prime example
of a Thoroughbred
carrying this particular
inbreeding pattern is ‘
1992 Preakness winner Nearcti Nearco
Pine Bluff sarcwe Lady Angela
The best part of Northern Dancer
“inbreeding to a superior Natali Native Dancer
female through different atalma
individuals” is that it Denvig ALMAHMOUD
works! The worst part Crafty Admiral
is that it's a mouthful Admiral’s Voyage
to say! Olympia Lou
Because Leon Pas de Nom "
Rasmussen has long Petitioner Petition
extolled the advantages Steady Aim
of “inbreeding to superior PINE BLUFF :
females through different 1989 bay colt . Turn-To
ndividuals” and because Hail To Reason Nothirdchance
we need a shorter Halo
phrase when referring Cosmic Bomb
to it, O-B will, from now Cosmah
on, refer to this form of Rowdy Aneel ALMAHMOUD
inbreeding as the “Ras- y Ang Rasper I
MUSsSEN FACTOR.” So, in- Rambunctious
stead of stating that a Danae II
particular horse or mat- . Ramhyde T
ing is “inbred to superior Castle Hyde yar
female through different in- Bold rish

dividuals,” that horse can
now simply be consid-
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1993 STAKES WINNERS WHO CARRY THE “RASMUSSEN FACTOR”

1993

SWs SEX
1
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STAKES WINNER

BEE MY VISION
BELLE NUIT
BISHOPS IDEA
BUSTED STITCHES
COISNA TINE
FAMILY PETRONIUS
FAPPITASS
FOREVER SHERGAR
FRED'S DANCER
FRIENDLY BELLS
GRAND LODGE
HARLEN'S AGENCY
LADY ALTA

LANDO

LICORNE
MICHELLE CAN PASS
NEZZIE BERLIN
NOUVELLE REINE
PATOOIE
PERSONAL BID
POINCIANA
PROVINS
QUANAHM

RIDE THE RAILS
RIVER BALL
SALMON EILE
SCOTT'S FLYER

SIN KIANG
STALWARS
TALLOIRES
WEEKEND MADNESS
WOOD OF BINN

SW's INBREEDING

GOLD DIGGER 3X4
POCAHONTAS 4X3
SOMETHINGROYAL 3X5X3
BOUDOIR I 4X4X4
FANGHORN 3X3
MUMTAZ BEGUM 4X5
GREY FLIGHT 4X4X5
SOMETHINGROYAL 4X5
DUNCE CAP 13X3

MISS DISCO 4X4
SOMETHINGROYAL 4X4
MAH IRAN 4X4

KY, LEA 3X4

LIS 4%4

LALUN4X4
MUMTAZ BEGUM 5X5
GREY FLIGHT 4X4
KAISERKRONE 4X4
RAISE YOU 4X4
INTRIGUING 4X3
SILVER SARI 2X3
SOMETHINGROYAL 4X4
JULIET'S NURSE 4X4
ALABLUE 4X3
MUMTAZ BEGUM 5X5
FISH-BAR 2X4
WENONA 2X4
ALMAHMOUD 4X4
POCAHONTAS 4X4
MIXED MARRIAGE 4X4
FIRST FEATHER 3X4
IRON REWARD 4X4

ADDITIONAL INBREEDING

RAISE A NATIVE 3X4
CHAMOSSAIRE 4X4

SECRETARIAT 2X2/Nasrullah 4X4X5

ALIBHAI 4X4X4
NEARCO €6

WHAT A PLEASURE 3X3
BOLD RULER 4X4
NASRULLAH 4X4

MAH MAHAL 5X5X5

BIRKHAHN 4X4

NECKAR 4X4
NATIVE DANCER 4X4
BUCKPASSER 4X3

NEARCO 5X5
SIR IVOR 2X4

PRINCE JOHN 4X4

KHALED 4X4

FULL SIBLING INBREEDING
MR. PROSPECTOR/SEARCH FOR GOLD 2X3

YOUR HOST/MY HOST/YOUR HOSTESS 3X3X3

MALINDI/NASRULLAH 3X4

BOLD RULER/HIGHNESS 3X3

LITERAT/LIBERTY 3X3

RAISE A NATIVE/TOAST OF THE TOWN 3X3
NUMBERED ACCOUNT/SPECIAL ACCOUNT 3X2

MALINDI/NASRULLAH 4x4

TORONTO/IVOIRE I 1/3

SWAPS/TRACK MEDAL 4X4

1993 STAKES WINNERS SIRED BY STALLIONS WHO CARRY THE “RASMUSSEN FACTOR”

1993

SWs SEX
1
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STAKES WINNER
ANTARTIC WINGS
BISHOPS IDEA

FRED BONGUSTO
HARLEN'S AGENCY
LORD TRY ON
MICHELLE CAN PASS
TIMELY THREAT
TROPICAL GENTLEMAN

TRIDESSUS
EXECUTIVE ORDER
DANEHILL
GALLANT AGENT
TRIDESSUS

PASS CATCHER
TRIDESSUS
GENTLEMAN GENE

SIRE's INBREEDING

ALMAHMOUD 3X3
SOMETHINGROYAL 2X4
NATALMA 3X3

MAH MAHAL 4X4
AIMAHMOUD 3X3
SUN PRINCESS 4X3
ALMAHMOUD 3X3
COSMAH 2X3

1993 STAKES WINNERS PRODUCED BY MARES WHO CARRY THE “RASMUSSEN FACTOR”

1993

SWs SEX
1

O T U N R L

STAKES WINNER
ALTA'S PRINCESS
APPLE CREEK
BAYOU BIDDER
COLONEL MACMAC
COUP DE GENIE
EMOTIONAL ENERGY
FAMILY PETRONIUS
FAPPITASS

GIMME GLORY
INAGROOVE

KLASSY INDIVIDUAL
MISS INDY ANNA
MISSY'S MIRAGE
NICE CRANE

PRIX DE CROUTON
RUN JOHN

STATE PERFORMER
TOP SUCCESS

DAM

ALTAS LADY

CRAB APPLE LANE
A FULL BIDDER
GREAT NOTRARIETY
COUP DE FOLIE
CHERISHED ONE
LA CRESTA
JOURNEY NORTH ,
SHILL C. GLORY
ROSE OF DARBY
KLASSY BUT SASSY
SAVANNA ANNA
FIRST MIRAGE
WHOOPING CRANE
ALACHEE

KIN KIN

DIN

PERSIAN SUCCESS

DAM's INBREEDING

MATA HARI 4X3
TERESINA 4X4
JULIET'S NURSE 3X4
ASPIDISTRA 3X4
ALMAHMOUD 3X3
MISS DISCO 3X3
KNIGHT'S DAUGHTER 3X4
GREY FLIGHT 3X4
JACONDA 3X4
BRAMALEA 3X4
LALUN 3X3
VICTORIANA 3X3
HILDENE 3X4
WATER QUEEN 3X3
FEOLA 4X4

MISS MARGO 3X3
GHAZI 3%3
BOUDOIR 1 2X4

DAM'S FULL SIBLING INBREEDING
SPY SONG/MR. MUSIC 3X2

ROBERTO/GLORIOUS SPRING 1X3

DARING DUCHESS/MARGLO 2X2

968

OWNER ¢ BREEDER| 3




by Leon Rasmussen
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into the cocktail

INDIVIDUALS
of the
Hyatt Regency with Leon Ras-
Part]  mussen, who had just received
an award for his contribution to
horseracing. After a few drinks I told Leon
about ny idea of a monthly publication dedicat-
ed specifically to Thoroughbred breeding, since
there was really no such publication in exist-
ence. Leon suggested that I start such a publica-
tion. I told him that I'd like fo do it, but that,
because I was relatively unknown at the time,
the only way such a publication had a chance
to succeed was if he were to write for it. Leon
reminded me he had just retirved . . . . That was
five years ago!

Leon Rasmussen is one of the two or
three most knowledgeable students of Thor-
oughbred bloodlines in the world today. I re-
cently asked Leon if he would consider writing
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a multi-part series on his views concerning
bloodlines, and he graciously consented.
OwNER-BREEDER is proud to present this first-
ever series by world-renowned pedigree auth-
ority, Leon Rasmussen | - Jack Werk

It has been six years since my re-
tirement—since being turned out to pas-
ture, albeit without a full book. That retire-
ment marked the end of 50 years with the
same company and 37 years as the author
of Bloodlines, the breeding column appear-
ing in The Daily Racing Form.

When I started writing Bloodlines in
1950, my credentials amounted to having
apprenticed a few years in the paper’s edi-
torial department, a rapturous fascination
with racing and breeding and a major in
journalism from a small college.

There was no family heritage in the
sport and I possessed a very unscientific
bent. So every new trend, every new pedi-
gree, every new statistic, every new devel-
opment, every new race result prompted
an excitement that made me impatient for
the next day. Nothing has changed. This is
a sport like no other and, by its very struc-
ture, with so many challenging ramifica-
tions, it will always be that way.

Therefore, Bloodlines, from the very
beginning, was mostly a column of obser-
vations. I quoted racing and breeding
writers whose opinions I came to deeply
respect and I absorbed and appreciated
their theories and ideas. One of these was
the late Abram S. Hewitt, the scholarly
author of Sire Lings and The Great Breeders
and Their Methods and, like me, an un-
abashed Anglophile, especially where rac-
ing and breeding were concerned. I was
also captivated by the classic dicta of Fed-
erico Tesio and strongly attracted to the
typological studies of Dr. Franco Varola,
which consume a great many of my col-
umns. My interest in Varola eventually led
to my presentation and constant nurtur-
ing of Dr. Steven A. Roman's Dosage—

A New Approach and its application to the
American Classics, most specifically, the
Kentucky Derby.

As you may properly judge from
the preceding, I was an observer. I was a
follower, not an innovator. I quickly ac-
cepted the precepts that breeding is an in-
exact science; that racing ability, especially
in the male horse, is of great importance;
that inbreeding, if used intelligently, will
improve the breed; that there are felicitous
“Nicks”; that there is Galton’s law of an-
cestral contribution; that there was a Vauilli-
er before there was a Varola; and that there

were many other theories along with
quite a few fallacies.

L also began to appreciate “class in
the dam” as a significant method for
breeding a better racehorse. In accepting
that fact, I also became aware that “class in
the dam,” if left to itself, meant that only
those chosen few with superior race
mares had a real opportunity to prosper in
the highest quality racing.

Gradually my constant observation
of thousands of pedigrees of top-class
SWs convinced me that while “class in the
dam’ was certainly a welcome attribute, it
was not an end unto itself. The more I ob-
served, the more I believed in the family
over the individual. The vital importance of
the most revered tap root mares and the
splendid tail-female lines tracing to them
became an on-going obsession with me
and, as the Thoroughbred population ex-
ploded internationally, I realized that these
famous female families, even without
class close-up, were doing exceptionally
well in the production of major winners.

As these observations continued, I
became more and more aware that SWs
with inbreeding to a superior female fami-
ly were outperforming their opportuni-
ties—especially if that inbreeding occur-
red through different individuals.

Finally, I felt I had something of my
own to offer, although, to keep the record
straight, I had read brief, cursory men-
tions of this method in several places, in-
cluding The Bloodstock Breeders’ Review, re-
sponsible for so many of the Turf’s most
wondrous literary treasures.

Therefore, a great deal of my writing
and research, both before and since my re-
tirement, has been concerned with what I
refer to as “INBREEDING TO SUPER-
IOR FEMALE FAMILIES THROUGH
DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS.”

Because of the aforementioned ex-
plosion of the Thoroughbred population,
especially since WWII, there has been a
scattering of quality bloodlines to the four
corners of the Thoroughbred world, re-
sulting in fewer opportunities to inbreed
to these superior distaff families. In being
sprinkled throughout the world these
bloodlines became outcrosses for the best
bloodlines in their new homes. This
growth and diversification is having a
profound effect on the direction of the
Thoroughbred breed today.

Next month, in Part I,

I will examine this profound %B
effect in greater detail.




LEON SPEAKS

by Leon Rasmussen
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FEMALE and breeding journalist,
John Sparkman, in the
FAMILIES August 3, 1991 issue of
TI"]ROUGH the American week-
ly, The Blood-Horse,
DIFFERENT thebred appear
headed fora
INDIVIDUALS period of rute
by an “elite international
Thoroughbred.”

In his article, Sparkman
notes that in about 300 years
of the Thoroughbred, the
population curve has constantly been up-
ward until recently. The General Stud
Book (GSB) was first published in Eng-
land in 1793. It traced the earliest recorded
origins of the Thoroughbred as far back as
the early 17th century. At that time there
were about 800 mares in England with
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about 400 foals a year. From the statistics - -

contained in the GSB, the Thoroughbred
population expanded as follows:

ENG/IRE
MARES  FOALS

AMERICA

YEAR MARIES

FOALS

1881 4,000 2,000 2,800 1,000
1954 8,500 4,300 17,000 9,000
1989 18,000 11,000 88,000 49,000
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Sparkman offered additional figures.
By 1989, there were over 250,000 mares in
production and 130,000 foals in some 30
racing countries. Considering there were
several crops in training, the Thorough-
bred population on Planet Earth in 1989
may be estimated between 750,000 and
one million.

“During the long ago days of the cre-
ation of the Thoroughbred,” explains Spark-
man, “the number of individuals in the breed
was so small that close inbreeding was inevita-
ble and very frequent, a logistical fact that had
enormously significant genetic implications.
While England remained the sole center of pro-
duction, the Thoroughbred was a unified breed.

“But,” adds Sparkman, “as the breed
became transplanted throughout the world, it
led to a splintering of the breed into somewhat
distinct, identifiable - although certainly inter-
related - segments.”

As aresult, each country developed
its own type, “uniquely suited to indige-
nous racing conditions.” “Actually, until
the 1970's,” continues Sparkman, “the
French, English and American Thoroughbreds
possessed identifiably different pedigrees. Sir
Tvor, Nijinsky II, Mill Reef, Lyphard, et al,
changed that in short order.”

Thus, the “international outcross”
became a fact of life in the world of the
Thoroughbred. Sparkman contends that
“a new international elite has developed - in-
deed, this international elite may be developing
into something approaching a distinct breed.”

Expanding, Sparkman says: “In the
early days of the breed, when numbers were so
small, it was conceivable in terms of quality
that any member of the breed could be bred to
another. In the modern era, it is beyond the
realm of possibility that the theoretical lowest
ranked mare in the breed would be bred to the
highest ranked stallion. Breeding the best to the
best now excludes hundreds of thousands of
horses from the top ranks of the breed.”

The advent of the mega-rich Arab
owners in the 1980's has doubtless added
to the isolation of the elite of the breed.
Arab participation helped drive stud fees
for elite stallions to new heights, further
decreasing the likelihood of lesser mares
crossing with elite stallions. The huge
scale of the Arab operations also serves to
concentrate elite mares and stallions in
fewer hands, further accentuating elitism
in the breed.

- As Sparkman views it, this will in-
crease regionalism in America and other
countries, where, in many instances, it will
be necessary to use either “well-bred non-

entities, or fair-to-good horses with mod-
erate to poor pedigrees.” At the same
time, many of the mares taken out of pro-
duction in Kentucky and other important
breeding areas, “will end up producing foals
in regional markets, such as the various breed-
ing states in the U.S.A. or in the various breed-
ing countries throughout the globe.”

“The overall result,” as Sparkman
sees it, “is that the elite of the breed will be-
come even more isolated from the vast majority
of Thoroughbreds...Members of the Thorough-
bred elite in America and Europe have become
more and more alike in aptitude, type, and ped-
igree in the last fwo decades.”

But, to my way of thinking, this his-
torical development does not diminish the
efficacy of intelligent inbreeding in what-
ever form it is used. Indeed, because of
this development, it would seem that its
utilization should be heightened or in-
creased. There is a greater need now to
“perpetuate” the characteristics of the
most prepotent and influential multiple
antecedents in the “ruling elite.”

Please note the use of the word “per-
petuate”. Many years ago, John A. Bell III,
breeder of the closely inbred American
two-year-old Champion of 1950, Battle-
field, and still master of the highly suc-
cessful Jonabell Farm in Lexington, KY,
expressed this definition of inbreeding:
*Inbreeding is PERPETUATION of the characteris-
tics of the multiple ancestor, not an intensifica-
tion as some misconstrue the term ‘doubling
up’ to mean.”

It was also around 1950 the noted
American economist and devoted re-
searcher of pedigrees David Novick said:
“It is only the intangible of temperament, or
the nervous system of the horse - certainly a
factor in Thoroughbred competition - which
makes inbreeding in Thoroughbreds an inexact
science. Inbreeding has attained its goal, almost
without exception, in other fields when it has
been given a fair chance.”

One of the most dynamic articles on
inbreeding appeared in the September,
1962, issue of the late and lamented The
British Racehorse. This inbreeding article
was written by Dr. E. Fitch Daglish and it
was at once the most absorbing and re-
vealing article that I've had the pleasure of
reading. Already a firm believer in intelli-
gent inbreeding, this scholarly treatise
converted me forever.

Dr. Daglish explained: “Perhaps the
commonest fallacy is that inbreeding must cre-
ate undesirable characteristics of some kind,
such as infertility, loss of vigor, over-excitabili-

Continued on page 8






